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In a brief order delivered in S.G. Vombatkere vs Union of India, a three-judge 

Bench of the Supreme Court of India effectively suspended the operation of 

Section 124A of the Indian Penal Code. 

 

This direction was issued after the Union government filed an affidavit informing 

the Court that it had decided to re-examine the law. The deposition, by itself, 

offered no firm commitment on whether the Government would, in fact, 

recommend to Parliament a complete removal of Section 124A. 

 

Nestled inside a chapter in the penal code dealing with “Offences against the 
State”, Section 124A defines sedition as any action — “whether by words, signs, 
or visible representation” — which “brings or attempts to bring into hatred or 
contempt or excites or attempts to excite disaffection towards the Government 

established by law in India”. 



Indeed, it was by pointing to these repressive features and to the trials of Bal 

Gangadhar Tilak and Mohandas Gandhi that K.M. Munshi argued so forcefully 

in the Constituent Assembly to delete the use of the “equivocal” word 
“sedition” as a permitted restriction on free speech. 
 

In 1962, in Kedar Nath Singh vs State of Bihar, a five-judge Bench of the 

Supreme Court reversed these verdicts. The Court paid no heed to the debates 

that informed the Constituent Assembly.  

 

Instead, it found that Section 124A was defensible as a valid restriction on free 

speech on grounds of public order. 
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A division Bench of the Delhi High Court recently delivered a split verdict on 

whether exception two to Section 375 of the Indian Penal Code, i.e., marital 

rape exception, is unconstitutional. 

 

One of the tests under Article 14 is that of reasonable classification, which 

has two prongs. First, where two classes of persons (say adults and children) 

are treated differently, it must be established that they are indeed 

distinguishable from each other. This is the condition of intelligible 

differentia.  

 

Second, there should be a rational nexus, or logical relationship, between a 

law which treats the two classes differently (say, by prohibiting children 

from performing dangerous labour) and the object or purpose of the law 

(the protection of children). 



On such a line of reasoning, the honourable judge makes a 

seriously problematic assertion: that rape by a stranger is worse 

than rape by a husband. 
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About North Atlantic Treaty Organization: 
• It is an intergovernmental military alliance. 
• Established by Washington treaty. 
• Treaty that was signed on 4 April 1949. 
• Headquarters — Brussels, Belgium. 
• Headquarters of Allied Command Operations — Mons, 

Belgium. 
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The birthplace of the Buddha 

The visit is political, since it will, hopefully, put to rest the unnecessary debate 

on whether the Buddha was born in Nepal, which, for Nepal, is a sensitive issue. 

Any assertion to the contrary results in anti-India demonstrations in a country 

whose national identity is tied to Lumbini, the birthplace of the Buddha. 

 

It is strategic, in the face of the growing presence of China in Lumbini, which is 

close to the Indian border; the largest monastery has been built by the Chinese 

who sponsor and support international conferences on Buddhism in Nepal as 

well as the massive celebrations on Buddhist festivals such as Vesak.  



India is home to some of the most sacred sites of Buddhism: the place 

of Lord Buddha’s enlightenment, Bodh Gaya; of his first sermon, 
Sarnath; and of his Mahaparinirvana, Kushinagar. And this is not 

counting Shravasti, where the Buddha preached for many years; 

Nalanda; and Rajgir, among several others. Unfortunately, India 

remains largely unrepresented in Lumbini, but for a small museum 

building that was constructed with Indian assistance in the late 

1990s.  



•Life of Buddha 

• Buddha is also called as Sakyamuni or Thathagata. He is considered as the 

founder of Buddhism. He was born as Siddhartha to Suddhodhana, the ruler 

of Sakyan republic, and his wife Maya, on Vaisaka Purnima in 

the Lumbini gardens near Kapilvastu in the 6th century BC 

• Siddhartha married Yashodhara and had a son Rahula. His luxury life left him 

dissatisfied and he was troubled by the signs of sickness, old age and death 

that he observed in the worldly life. 

• At the age of 29, he decided to leave the palace in search of peace and 

understanding of the world’s ills.  
• At the age of 35, again on Vaisaka Purnima, he attained enlightenment at 

what is now famously known as Bodh Gaya. He gave his first sermon in a 

deer park at Sarnath before his first disciples 

• Buddha attained Mahaparinirvana at Kusinara 
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The onus for disciplining traffic on roads lies as much on citizens as it 

does on the government 

 

Every year, mega Indian cities witness nearly 50,000 accidents. 

 

First, it would be useful to look at the skill sets of Indian drivers.  

 

The second aspect is the amenability of road design to accommodate 

all users fairly.  

 

Delhi has the highest per capita registration of personal vehicles — 

nearly 110 cars per 1,000 people, as against a national average of 25. 
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•About the Election Commission of India: 
The Election Commission of India (ECI) is an autonomous constitutional 
authority responsible for administering Union and State 
election processes in India. 
 

• It was established in accordance with the Constitution 
on 25th January 1950 (celebrated as national voters' 
day). The secretariat of the commission is located in New Delhi. 

•The body administers elections to the Lok Sabha, Rajya Sabha, and State 
Legislative Assemblies in India, and the offices of the President and Vice 
President in the country. 



•Appointment & Tenure of Commissioners: 
 
• The President appoints CEC and Election Commissioners. 
• They have a fixed tenure of six years, or up to the age of 65 

years, whichever is earlier. 
• They enjoy the same status and receive salary and perks as 

available to Judges of the Supreme Court (SC) of India. 





With reference to the reorganization of states, 
consider the following statements: 
1.Under Article 3, the Parliament’s power to diminish 
the areas of a state includes the power to cede Indian 
territory to a foreign state. 
2. Any bill contemplating the changes can be 
introduced in the Parliament only with the prior 
recommendation of the President. 
 
Which of the statements given above is/are NOT 
correct? 
(a)1 only 
(b)2 only 
(c)Both 1 and 2 
(d)Neither 1 nor 2 
 

Prelims Practice 

MAP Based Question:- Where Koilastila Gas field is Located? 

राज्यों के पुनर्गठन के सोंदर्ग में ननम्ननिखित कथनय ों 
पर निचार कीनिएः  
1.अनुचे्छद 3 के तहत, एक राज् के के्षत्य ों कय कम 
करने की सोंसद की शखि में र्ारतीय के्षत् कय एक 
निदेशी राज् कय स ोंपने की शखि शानमि है। 

2. पररितगनय ों पर निचार करने िािा कयई र्ी 
निधेयक राष्ट्र पनत की पूिग नसफाररश से ही सोंसद में 
पेश नकया िा सकता है। 

ऊपर नदए र्ए कथनय ों में से क न-सा/से सही नही ों 
है/हैं? 

(A) केिि 1 

(B) केिि 2 

(C) 1 और 2 दयनय ों 
(D) न तय 1 और न ही 2 



Mains Practice Question: 
Increasing Inflation in rural area has larger consequences in India. Explain.  
(150 Words) 
 
ग्रामीण के्षत् में बढ़ती मुद्रास्फीनत का र्ारत में व्यापक पररणाम है। समझाना। 

(150 शब्द) 

Have you written today's answer at  - 
https://www.upsciq.com/upsc-answer-writing/ 



About the gas field-  
• Kailashtilla Gas Field is a natural gas field at Sylhet, Bangladesh.  
• It was discovered in 1962 by Pakistan Shell Oil Company. 



Answer: (a) 1 only 
 
Explanation: 
Statement 1 is incorrect: The power of Parliament to diminish the area of a 
state (under Article 3) does not cover cession of Indian territory to a foreign 
country. Hence, Indian territory can be ceded to a foreign state only by 
amending the Constitution under Article 368. 
 
Statement 2 is correct: A bill contemplating the changes of reorganisation of 
states can be introduced in the Parliament only with the prior 
recommendation of the President; and before recommending the bill, the 
President has to refer the same to the state legislature concerned for 
expressing its views within a specified period. 
 



Answer:- 
• Give a brief introduction about Inflation. 
• Inflation is at an all time high in the last 8 years.  
 
 
Body:  
• Recently inflation is drastically increasing in urban as well as rural areas. 
• High Inflation in rural areas has greater consequences. 
• The poor in the rural areas are mostly engaged in labour activity or small peasants 

or  small land holding agricultural labourers who depended on their wages for their 
livelihood .  

• The expenditure on the food is increasing whereas the wages remain the same → 
drive them into indebtedness. 

• Less Spending on Agriculture → Food Security → More Inflation. 
• Less Spending on Health Services, Education etc. 
 



 
Conclusion: 
It will require proactive intervention from the Government to protect the rural 
population by speeding up vaccination.  
At the same time, rural areas will also need greater fiscal support, both in terms of 
direct income support to revive demand in the economy but also through various 
subsidies and protection from the rising inflation in input prices. 



Consider the following statements with 
reference to the Preamble: 
1.The secular word was originally mentioned in 
the preamble. 
2.The Preamble has been amended two times 
so far. 
Which of the statements given above is/are 
correct? 
(a)1 only 
(b)2 only 
(c)Both 1 and 2 
(d)Neither 1 nor 2 
 

Prelims Practice 

MAP Based Question:- Where is Majuli Island Located? 

प्रस्तािना के सोंदर्ग में ननम्ननिखित कथनय ों पर निचार 
करें : 
1. धमगननरपेक्ष शब्द का मूि रूप से प्रस्तािना में 
उले्लि नकया र्या था। 

2. प्रस्तािना में अब तक दय बार सोंशयधन नकया िा 
चुका है। 

ऊपर नदए र्ए कथनय ों में से क न-सा/से सही है/हैं? 

(A) केिि 1 

(B) केिि 2 

(C) 1 और 2 दयनय ों 
(D) न तय 1 और न ही 2 



Mains Practice Question: 
Regardless of present challenges, the latent resources of the north eastern 
region can add to the development goals of the country. Elaborate.(150 Words) 
 
ितगमान चुन नतयय ों के बाििूद, उत्तर पूिी के्षत् के अव्यि सोंसाधन देश के निकास िक्ष्यों कय 
ियड़ सकते हैं। निसृ्तत। (150 शब्द) 

Have you written today's answer at  - 
https://www.upsciq.com/upsc-answer-writing/ 
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