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CHORUS (amplified)

27 voices {3 each of Soprano 1, Soprana 1A, Soprano 2, Alto 1, Alto 2, Tenor 1, Tenor 2, Bass 1, and Bass 2).

With the exception of the canons beginning at , Sopranos 1 and 1A should not sing simultaneously, but should work out
in rehearsal procedures to alternate in order to avoid vocal fatigue in either group. Altos 1 and 2 divide into three equal groups
of two altos each for the canons at . (See diagram for microphaone placement.)

ORCHESTRA

Flutes (2nd, 3rd, and 4th doubling Piccalo)

Oboes (2nd, 3rd, and 4th doubling English Horn)

Clarinets in Bb (2nd, 3rd, and 4th doubling Bass Clarinet in Bb )
Bassoons (4th doubling Contrabassoon)

(See diagram for woodwind amplification)

Fo

4 Horns in F

4 Trumpets in C [1st may substitute Piccolo Trumpet in movements |l and V)
2 Trombones

Bass Trombone

Tuba

*2 Timpani (both doubling Roto-Toms)

**Percussion (7}
2 Marimbas
2 Vibraphones
2 Xylophones
2 Glockenspiels
Maracas
Sticks (Rattan or plastic mallet handles)
2 Bass Drums (both 32-inch, placed horizontally on stands)
Medium Tam-Tam

* ¥

2 Pianos (4 players; 1st, 3rd, and 4th doubling Synthesizer — see diagram.)

P

Strings (12-12-9-9-6; seated in three equal groups — see diagram.)

NOTE: Transposing instruments written in C in the score.

*Each timpanist requires a set of 4 drums {always muted}; two roto-toms (10-inch and 12-inch) are required for
player 1, three {one 10-inch and two 12-inch) for player 2.

**The marimbas, vibraphones and xylophones are to be played by the four principal percussionists; the balance
of the percussion is to be played by the three remaining percussionists with assistance of the timpanists, or, if
the timpanists do not assist, with an additional one or two percussionists.

***gynthesizers should have a five-octave keyboard (three octaves below middle C and two octaves above)
and should have basic “electric organ’ and "brass’’ stops

R

The first two violists in group 1 require contact micropnones Tor & beginning at m

Important note: Full performance n
on request and should be consu z
which are supplied with performance materizis

z—p -zt 00, speaker placement, and sound mixing are available




PERFORMANCE PLACEMENT DIAGRAM
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THE DESERT MUSIC

text

fast

“Begin, my friend
for you cannot,

you may be sure,

take your song,

which drives all things out of mind,

with you to the other world.”

from: Theocritus: ldyl I -
A version from the Greek

moderate

“Well, shall we
think or listen? Is there a sound addressed
not wholly to the ear?
We half close
our eyes. We do not
hear it through our eyes.
It is not
a flute note either, it is the relation
of a flute note
to adrum. | am wide
awake. The mind

is listening.”

from: The Orchestra



A —

1B —

lic —

slow

"Say to them:
Man has survived hitherto because he was too ignorant
to know how to realize his wishes. Now that he can realize

them, he must either change them or perish."’

from: The Orchestra

maoderate

"“it is a principle of music
to repeat the theme, Repeat
and repeat again,

as the pace mounts. The

theme is difficult
but no more difficult

than the facts to be

resolved.”

from: The Orchestra

slow

“Say to them:
Man has survived hitherto because he was too ignorant
to know how to realize his wishes, Now that he can realize

them, he must either change them or perish.”

from: The Orchestra



IV —  moderate

“\Well, shall we

think or listen? s there a sound addressed

not wholly to the ear?
We half close
our eyes. We do not
hear it through our eyes.
Itis not
a flute note either, it is the relation

of a flute note

to a drum. | am wide

awake. The mind

is listening.”

V. —  fast

“Inseparable from the fire

its light

from: The Orchestra

takes precedence over it.

who most shall advance the light—

call it what you may!”

Excerpts from:

from: Asphodel,
That Greeny Flower

Theocritus: ldyl |, The Orchestra, and Asphodel, That Greeny Flower
from Pictures from Breughel and Other Poems by William Carlos Williams.
(Copyright @ 1954, 1955, 1962 by William Carlos Williams); used by

permission of New Directions Publishing Corp.,



NOTE BY THE COMPOSER

The Desert Music was begun in September, 1982 and completed in December, 1983. Work on the orchestration continued
through February, 1984. It was commissioned by The West German Radio, Cologne, which gave its world premiere, and the
Brooklyn Academy of Music in New York, where the Brooklyn Philharmonic, Michael Tilson Thomas conducting, presented
its first American performance. It is a setting of parts of poems by the American poet William Carlos Williams. The duration is
about 48 minutes.

The title is taken from Dr. Williams’ book of collected poems, The Desert Music. From this collection | chose parts of The
Orchestra and Theocritus: Idyl | - A version from the Greek. From another collection | chose a small part of Asphodel, That
Greeny Flower. There are no complete poems used and the arrangement of parts is my own. This arrangement was my first
compositional activity and the form of the piece into a large arch follows the text.

As indicated in the text, there are five movements forming a large arch, A-B-C-B-A. The first and fifth movements are fast
and use the same harmonic cycle. The second and fourth are at a moderate tempo, share the identical text (*“Well, shall we/
think or listen?. . .} and also share a common harmonic cycle which is different from the one used in the first and fifth move-
ments. The third - middle - movement is the longest (18 minutes) and is itself an arch form A-B-A where the A sections are
slow and the B section moves up to the moderate tempo of the second and fourth movements. The third movement has its
own harmonic cycle. There are no pauses between movements and the piece is played attacca from beginning to end. The
changes of tempo between movements are made suddenly by metric modulation, always using the 3:2 relationship to either
get slower (dotted quarter equals quarter), ar faster (eighth note triplet equals eighth note).

Following the arrangement of the text, three cycles of harmonies were composed to serve as the basis for the individual
movements. | chose to present these cycles as a series of pulsing chords, similar in rhythm to the pulses in my earlier Music
for 18 Musicians, but more chromatic and ‘darker’ in harmony than the earlier piece, to suit the text of The Desert Music.
The harmonic cyele of the first and fifth movements cadences, though with some ambiguity, on a D dorian minor center.
This ambiguity resides in the fact that a prominent A altered dominant chord follows the D, but an F altered dominant pre-
cedes it. The cycle of the second and fourth movements does not clearly cadence on any center, though it too contains a
prominent altered A dominant chord. The cycle for the large third movement is the most ambiguous of all, since all the chords
are altered dominants with their roots moving in major and minor thirds making a cadence impossible. Thus, the overall har-
monic movement of The Desert Music is from the possibility of a D dorian minor center to more and more ambiguity, until
in the third movement, where the text would seem to suggest it, there is no clear harmonic center at all. This ambiguity more
or less remains until well into the fifth movement when, just before the chorus enters, there is a large orchestral cadence —
albeit coming from the F altered dominant — to D dorian minor. The only chord present in all movements is the A altered
dominant. This chord is then used to move from one movement to the other at each change of tempo. The piece ends with
the women’s voices, violins and mallet instruments pulsing the notes (reading up) G, C, F, A, which are the common tones
to the A altered dominant, the D dorian minor and the possible F major. The piece therefore ends with a certain harmonic
ambiguity, partially, but not fully, resolved.

In the orchestration of The Desert Music | wanted to use all the orchestral instruments to play the repeating interlocking
melodic patterns found in much of my earlier music. The strings begin this kind of polyrhythmic interlocking shortly after
the opening pulses of the first movement, just before the chorus enters singing "“Begin, my friend. . ."” To give the strings the
extra ‘snap’ needed in this kind of rhythmic interplay, they are doubled by the synthesizers. The chorus, throughout the
piece, is doubled for support either by the woodwinds or by the muted brass. This, of course, is an old technique, but one that
here helps create that mixture of vocal and instrumental sound | have been working with since my compaosition Drumming
in 1971. To further enhance this mix of vocal-instrumental sound, both the chorus and the woodwinds are amplified and
mixed together. The percussion is omni-present, usually playing mallet instruments to supply the on-going pulse. Here and
there one will also hear maracas, clicking sticks, bass drums, timpani and tam-tam.

The pulse which begins and ends The Desert Music and recurs throughout it is significant both musically and as a kind of
wordless response to and commentary on the text itself. Musically, it presents the harmonic cycles of the movements as a
kind of pulsing chorale. The pulse is also developed in the second and fourth movements from a simple eighth note pulsing in
all voices and instruments to interlocking groups of two and three beats, each forming overall polyrhythmic pulses. This grows
out of the two and three beat groupings found in my Tehillim (1981). In terms of the text, the vocalise syllables are a kind of
wordless response to, “Well, shall we/think or listen?,..” in the second and fourth movements. That constant flickering of
attention between what words mean and how they sound when set to music is one main focus of The Desert Music.

While compasing the last part of the slow movement during the summer of 1983 in a small town in Vermont, the local fire
siren went off. | thought to myself, “That's it,’" and resolved to put a siren in the last part of the slow movement. After some
reflection | decided that instead of a mechanical or electrical siren, the violas, who were not playing at that time, could play
glissandos which, with contact microphones attached, would rise and fall over the entire orchestra and chorus.

As to the meaning of the text and music, | hope that it speaks for itself. | have loved Dr. Williams’ poetry since | was 16
years old and picked up a copy of his long poem, Paterson, just because | was fascinated by the symmetry of his name —
William Carlos Williams. | have continued reading his work to the present. | find Dr. Williams' finest work to be his late poetry,
written between 1954 and his death in 1963 at age 80. It is from this period in the poet’s work that | have selected the texts



for The Desert Music — a period after the bombs were dropped on Hiroshima and Nagasaki. Dr. Williams was acutely aware
of the bomb, and his words about it, in a poem about music entitled The Orchestra, struck me as to the point: “’Say to them:/
Man has survived hitherto because he was too ignorant/to know how to realize his wishes. Now that he can realize/them, he
must either change them or perish.” When | began work on The Desert Music | thought those words were too grave to be set
and thought | would use a tape of Dr. Williams reading them instead. When the time came to compose the third movement in
the summer of 1983, the character of the movement’s harmony seemed to generate just the right setting. | am very glad now |
did not resort to using a tape.

In the center of the piece is the text, also from The Orchestra, which says “'it is a principle of music/ to repeat the theme.
Repeat/ and repeat again / as the pace mounts. The/ theme is difficult/ but no more difficult/ than the facts to be resolved.”
Those at all familiar with my music will know how apt those words are for me, and particularly for this piece, which, among
ather things, addresses that basic ambiguity between what the text says, and its pure sensuous sound.

— Steve Reich

ANMERKUNG DES KOMPONISTEN (AUSSCHNITTE)

, The Desert Music” wurde im September 1982 in Angriff genommen und im Dezember 1983 vollendet. Die Arbeit an der
Instrumentierung wurde durch Februar 1984 fortgesetzt. Die Titelwah! verweist auf Dr. Williams' Band gesammelter Gedichte
The Desert Music”. Dieser Sammlung entnahm ich Abschnitte aus den Gedichten ,, The Orchestra’ und ,, Theokrit: Idyl 1",
Einem anderen Sammelband entnahm ich einen kleinen Abschnitt aus ,,Asphodel, That Greeny Flower'". Es werden keine
sollstindigen Gedichte verwendet, und die Anordnung der Abschnitte stammt von mir. Diese Anordnung war meine erste
kompositorische Tatigkeit. (...}

. The Desert Music'’ besteht aus fiinf Satzen, die einen grossen Bogen A-B-C-B-A beschreiben. Der erste und der finfte Satz
:ind schnell und verwenden denselben harmonischen Zyklus. Der zweite und vierte Satz haben ein méssiges Tempo, benutzen
den gleichen Text ["“Well, shall we/think or listen?...”, ,,Nun, wollen wir/denken oder zuhéren? . ..”) und folgen auch
sinem gemeinsamen Harmonieablauf, der sich von dem im ersten und fiinften Satz verwendeten unterscheidet. Der dritte und
~ittlere Satz ist zugleich der ldngste (18 Minuten) und beschreibt selber einen Bogen A-B-A, wobei die A-Teile langsam sind
_nd der B-Teil sich dem massigen Tempo der Sdtze zwei und drei ndhert. Der dritte Satz besitzt seinen eigenen harmonischen
Zvklus. Zwischen den Sitzen gibt es keine Pausen, das Stiick wird von Anfang bis zum Ende attacca gespielt. (. . . )

Der Zusammenstellung des Textes folgend, wurden drei harmonische Zyklen als Basis fur die einzelnen Sdtze komponiert.
-h entschloss mich, diese Zyklen als eine Reihe pulsierender Akkorde darzustellen, im Rhythmus dhnlich wie in meiner
{heren ,,Music for 18 Musicians', aber mehr chromatisch und , dunkler” in der Harmonie als in dem friiheren Stick, um sie
~=m Text der ,,Desert Music”” anzupassen. (. ..) Bei der Instrumentation von , The Desert Music” wollte ich alle Orchesterin-
~rumente fur die wiederholten, ineinandergreifenden melodischen Modelle einsetzen, die in meinen friheren Arbeiten oft zu
=nden sind. (...) Der Pulsschlag, mit dem , The Desert Music” beginnt und endet, und der im Verlauf des Sticks immer
.eder vorkommt, ist von Bedeutung sowohl im Sinne der Musik als auch als eine Art wortlose Erwiderung und ein Kommentar
-.m Text. Musikalisch gesehen bietet er die Harmonieabldufe der Sitze als eine Art pulsierenden Choral an. Im zweiten und
_=rten Satz wird dieser Puls auch entwickelt, und zwar aus einer einfachen Achtelnote, die in allen Stimmen und Instrumenten

neinandergreifenden Gruppen von jeweils zwei und drei Taktschldgen pulsiert und dadurch (ibergreifende polyrhythmische

~oulsreihen bildet. Diese Art der rhythmischen Gliederung ist aus den Zwei- und Drei-takt-Gruppierungen hervorgegangen,
= = in meinem ,, Tehillim" von 1981 zu finden sind. Im Zusammenhang des Textes bedeuten die vokalisierten Silben eine Art
ortlose Antwort auf ,,Well, shall we think or listen? .. ." im zweiten und im vierten Satz. Jenes stdndige Flackern der Auf-
—srksamkeit zwischen dem, was die Worte bedeuten, und wie sie in der Vertonung klingen, ist einer de Schwerpunkte der
Desert Music”,
Was die Bedeutung des Textes und der Musik angeht, so hoffe ich, dass sie fir sich selber sprechen. Die Dichtung Dr.
ams’ habe ich seit dem 16. Lebensjahr geliebt, seitdem ich ein Exemplar seines langen Gedichts ,,Paterson” aufschnappte,
~_- weil ich von der Symmetrie seines Namens — William Carlos Williams — fasziniert war. Bis heute habe ich nicht aufgehort,
- ne Werke zu lesen. Dr. Williams’ schénstes Werk, finde ich, ist seine spate Dichtung, die er zwischen 1954 und seinem Tode
~ Jshr 1963, im Alter von 80 Jahren, geschreiben hat. Aus dieser Epoche seines dichterischen Wirkens habe ich auch die
~-x:e fiir ,The Desert Music ausgesucht — eine Epoche, die nach den Bomben auf Hiroshima und Nagasaki kam. Dr. Williams
- sich in héchstem Grade der Bombe bewusst, seine Worte dartiber in einem Gedicht Uber die Musik mit dem Tite! ,, The
~-chestra” kamen mir treffend vor: ,,Say to them: Man has survived hitherto because he was too ignorant to know how to
=278 his wishes. Now that he can realize them, he must either change them or perish.” {,,Sage ihnen: Bisher hat der Mensch
_~z-lebt weil er zu unwissend war, um zu wissen, wie seine Wiinsche zu verwirklichen waren, Nun, da er sie verwirklichen
<=~n. muss er sie entweder dndern, oder zugrunde gehen.”) Als ich an , The Desert Music” zu arbeiten begann, dachte ich,
- =z= Worte wiren zu schwerwiegend, um sie zu vertonen, und stellte mir vor, statt dessen eine Tonbandaufnahme von Dr.
' ams, wie er sie selber vorliest, zu verwenden. Als im Sommer 1983 die Zeit gekommen war, den drietten Satz zu kom-
~~neren, schienen die Eigenschaften der Harmonien im dritten Satz dafiir genau den richtigen Rahmen herzustellen. Vom
n Standpunkt bin ich heilfroh dariiber, dass ich nicht auf das Tonband zurlickgegriffen habe.




Im Mittelpunkt des Stlicks steht der Text — ebenso aus , The Orchestra’’ — der lautet: , it is a principle of music to repeat
the theme. Repeat and repeat again, as the pace mounts. The theme is difficult but no more difficult than the facts to be
resolved.” (,es ist ein Prinzip in der Musik, das Thema zu wiederholen. Wiederholen und abermals wiederholen, in gesteiger-
tem Tempo. Das Thema ist schwer — aber nicht schwerer als die Tatsachen, die es aufzul@sen gilt’’). Diejenigen, denen meine
Musik tiberhaupt bekannst ist, werden wissen, wie sehr diese Worte flr mich zutreffen, und das gerade bei diesem Stiick, das
jene fundamentale Zweideutigkeit anspricht zwischen dem, was der Text aussagt, und seinem rein sinnlichen Klang.

COMMENTAIRE DU COMPOSITEUR (EXTRAITS)

The Desert Music fut commencé en septembre 1982 et terminé en décembre 1983, et le travail de I'orchestration a continué
jusqu’en février 1984. Le titre est tiré d’'une anthologie de poémes, The Desert Music, de William Carlos Williams. De cette
anthologie j'ai choisi des parties des deux poémes, The Orchestra et Theocritus: Idyl | - A version from the Greek. D'une
autre anthologie j'ai choisi une partie bréve du poéme Asphodel, That Greeny Flower. Aucun poéme n'est utilise dans sa
forme entiére, et I'arrangement des parties m'est propre, Cet arrangement était ainsi ma premiére tdche en ce qui concerne
cette composition. (.. .)

Il v a cing mouvements qui forment dans I'ensemble un grand arc, A-B-C-B-A. Le ler et le 5éme sont rapides et utilisent
tous les deux le méme cycle harmonique. Le 2éme et le 4éme sont d’un tempo modéré et ils partagent un autre cycle har-
monique; ils partagent aussi le méme texte {*"Well, shall we/think or listen?. . )*. Le 38me mouvement (au milieu) est le plus
long (18 minutes) et il comprend en soi encore une forme d'arc, A-B-A, ol les sections A sont lentes et la section B monte au
tempo modéré des 2éme et 4éme mouvements. Le 3éme mouvement a son propre cycle harmonique. |l n'y a pas de pauses
entre mouvements, et la piéce est jouée attaca du début jusqu'a la fin. {...)

Suivant I'arrangement du texte, trois cycles d’harmonies furent composés pour servir de base aux mouvements individus.
J'ai choisi de présenter ces cycles comme une série d’accords palpitants, semblables rhythmiguement aux pulsations dans ma
piéce Music for Eighteen Musicians, mais plus chromatiques et plus “sombres’ harmoniguement, pour convenir au texte.
(...) Dans linstrumentation de The Desert Music, j'ai voulu engager tous les instruments de I‘orchestre & jouer les motifs
mélodiques répétitifs et entrelacés qu’on trouve dans beaucoup de mon ancienne musique. (. . .) La pulsation qui commence
et termine The Desert Music et qui reparait & travers la piéce est significative musicalement et aussi comme une sorte de réponse
muette au texte et commentaire ci-dessus. Musicalement, elle présente les cycles harmonigues des mouvements comme une
espece de choral palpitant. De plus, la pulsation est développée dans les 2éme et 4éme mouvements & partir d'un simple
rhythme de croches, joué a toutes les voix et par tous les instruments, évoluant en groupes emboitants de deux et trois temps
formant chacun des pulsations polyrhythmigues générales. Ceci provient des groupements de deux et trois temps qgu’on trouve
dans ma piéce Tehillim (1981). A I'égard du texte, les syllabes vocalisées sont une sorte de réponse muette aux paroles "Well,
shall we/think or listen?...”” dans les 2éme et 4éme mouvements. Cette constante vacillation d'attention entre le sens des
paroles et leur son, lorsqu’elles sont mises en musique, est un des points focals de The Desert Music.

Quant & la signification du texte et de la musique, j'espére que ca passe bien, J'aime la poésie du Dr. Williams depuis |'dge
de 16 ans, quand je pris une copie de son long poéme Paterson tout simplement parce qui j'8tais fasciné par la symétrie de
son nom — William Carlos Williams. Je continue & lire ses écrits jusqu’a présent, Je trouve que sa meilleure oeuvre est sa
dernidre poésie écrite entre 1854 et sa mort en 1963 a |'age 80. C’est de cette période-1a dans I'oeuvre du poéte que j'ai sélec-
tionné les textes pour The Desert Music — une période qui a suivi les bombes qui sont tombées sur Hiroshima et Nagasaki. Le
Dr. Williams était profondément conscient de la bombe et ses paroles & ce sujet, dans un poéme sur la musigue intitulé The
Orchestra, m‘ont frappé dans leur justesse: ""Say to them:/Man has survived hitherto because he was too ignorant/to know
how to realize his wishes. Now that he can realize/them, he must either change them or perish.”** Quand j'ai commencé a
travailler sur The Desert Music |'imaginais que ces paroles étaient trop sombres a mettre en musique et je pensais plutdt a les
utiliser dans un enregistrement, récitées par le Dr. Williams. Mais quand j’ai d0 composer le 3¢me mouvement durant |'été ‘83,
le caractére des harmonies semblait créer exactement le cadre qu'il fallait. Maintenant je suis trés content, rétrospectivement,
de n‘avoir pas recouru & la bande enregistrée.

Le texte est au centre de la piéce: tiré aussi de The Orchestra, il dit: it is a principle of music/to repeat the theme. Repeat/
and repeat again,/as the pace mounts. The/theme is difficult/but no more difficult/than the facts to be/resolved.” """ Ceux
qui connaissent un peu ma musique sauront 3 quel point ces paroles me conviennent, surtout pour cette piéce-ci qui, entre
autre choses, s'adresse a cette ambiguité fondamentale entre ce que dit le texte, et e son pur et sensuel.

* ""Devrons-nous donc penser ou écouter?”’
** uDres-leur: I""Homme a survécu jusqu’a présent parce qu'il était trop ignorant de savoir comment réaliser ses désirs. Main-
tenant puisqu’il peut les réaliser, il doit les changer ou périr.,"”
*++ Crest un principe de la musique de répéter le théme. Répéter, et répéter encore, pendant que le pas monte. Le théme est
difficile mais pas plus difficile que les faits a résoudre.”’
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Picc.
Hn.

B. Thn.
Tuba
Timp.
Piano
Piano 2
Maracas
Sticks
Vin. 1
Vin. II
Vla.
Vic

Pice.
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