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Issue

General Bipin Rawat, the outgoing Chief of Army Staff will take charge as 

the first Chief of Defence Staff, the newly created integrated position to 

coordinate between armed forces.

Background

The CDS is a high military office that will oversee and coordinate the 

working of the three Services, and offer seamless tri-service views and 

single-point advice to the Executive.

Details

The CDS serves as the permanent Chairman of the Chiefs of Staff 

Committee which has the three service chiefs as members, and also as the 

head of the newly created Department of Military Affairs (DMA) in the 

ministry. The former is a military role while the latter is a role in the 

government.

The CDS will act as the Principal Military Adviser to the Defence Minister 

only on tri-services matters. 

The three service chiefs will continue to advise the Defence Minister, as 

done so far, on matters exclusively concerning their respective services. 

The government has also made it explicitly clear that the CDS will not 

exercise any military command, including over the three service chiefs. 

But the service chiefs will be members of the Chiefs of Staff Committee, 

which will be headed by the CDS.

30,000 companies across the globe will face further cost of $1.2 trillion.

United Nations Environment Programme – Finance Initiative (UNEP-FI)

It is partnership between UN Environment and global financial sector. It was 
established in wake of the 1992 Earth Summit with mission to promote 
sustainable finance. More than 240 financial institutions including banks, 
insurers and investors work with UN Environment under it. It hosts its 
Global Roundtable every other year since 1994. In 2017, UNEP FI had 
established regional roundtables to celebrate its 25th Anniversary.

—a material leftover from dead plants that couldn’t decompose due to the 
cold.
Lower permafrost layers contain soils made mostly of minerals. Whereas, 
top layer soil of permafrost does not stay frozen all year. It is active layer 
which thaws during warm summer months and freezes again in winter.
These permanently frozen grounds i.e. permafrost are most common in 
regions with high mountains and Earth’s higher latitudes—near North and 
South Poles. They cover large regions of Earth i.e. almost quarter of land 
area in Northern Hemisphere is underneath permafrost.

exceeding three years at time.
Orders of Ombudsman: It will obligatory on NBFC concerned to implement 
settlement arrived with complainant or award passed by Ombudsman.
Non Compliance: In case of non-implementation of settlement or award, 
the complainant may represent to RBI. On this, RBI may further initiate 
such action under provisions of RBI Act, 1934 as it deems fit.

independence. Since then, bilateral ties have steadily improved over the 
years. In terms of bilateral trade between both countries, India had 
exported goods worth US $101.16 million and imported goods worth US 
$0.548 million from Seychelles in 2017. In 2017, India was 8th largest 
exported to Seychelles.

Recent Developments

India and Seychelles have established relationship in defence and 
maritime security. Under it, India helps to patrol waters of Seychelles and 
gives equipment to island nation’s defence forces.

In recent years, India has agreed to help Seychelles map its hydrology 
reserves, launched coastal surveillance radar project and boosted 
security cooperation with island nation.

Assumption Island: In 2015, Seychelles had agreed to allocate land on its 
Assumption Island for India to build its first naval base in IOR to expand 
its footprint in the strategically-key region where China has been trying to 
enhance its military presence. In this regard, agreement was signed in 
2015 between India and Seychelles.
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Indian Ocean Region (IOR) and for effective deterrence. Indian Navy is 

looking to build its assets to consolidate its supremacy in strategically 

important IOR where Chinese Navy also operates. 

Indian Navy has fleet of more than 100 submarines and surface warships. It 

currently possesses 14 conventional submarines, including Scorpene. But 

only half are operational at any given point of time. India Navy also has two 

nuclear-powered submarines INS Arihant (SSBN, a ballistic missile 

submarine) and INS Chakra (SSN, a nuclear-powered one) leased from 

Russia.

Recently, in March 2019 India had sealed a US $3 billion deal with Russia 

for leasing of nuclear-powered attack submarine (INS Chakra III) for Indian 

Navy for a period of 10 years. Under this deal, Russia will have to deliver 

Chakra III, an Akula class submarine, to Indian Navy by 2025. It will be third 

Russian submarine to be leased to Indian Navy.
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None of the powers of the service chiefs, including of advising the 

government, has been curtailed and transferred to the CDS. 

The only thing is the role of Chairman of the Chiefs of Staff Committee, 

which used to be headed by the senior-most chief by rotation. 

That has been shelved with the CDS being the permanent Chairman of the 

Chiefs of Staff Committee, where he will be supported by the Headquarters 

Integrated Defence Staff.

The CDS has been given a time-bound task, to be done within three years, 

to bring about jointness in operations, logistics, transport, training, 

support services, communications, and repairs and maintenance of the 

three services, which will eventually lead to shedding of responsibilities by 

the service headquarters.

As the head of the DMA, the CDS has to also facilitate restructuring of 

military commands for optimal utilisation of resources by bringing about 

jointness in operations, including through establishment of joint/ theatre 

commands. 

CDS in other countries

United States: Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff

The chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff (CJCS) is the nation’s highest-

ranking military officer and the principal military adviser to the President, 

the Secretary of Defence (equivalent to Minister for Defence in India) and 

the National Security Council.

The CJCS is part of, and heads, a high-ranking body called the Joint Chiefs 

of Staff (JCS). Apart from the CJCS, it consists of the Vice Chairman of the 

Joint Chiefs of Staff (VCJCS), the military service chiefs from the Army, 

Marine Corps, Navy, Air Force, Space Force, and the chief of the National 

Guard Bureau.
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United Kingdom: Chief of the Defence Staff

The Chief of the Defence Staff (CDS) is the professional head of the Armed 

Forces and principal military adviser to the Secretary of State for Defence 

(equivalent to Minister for Defence in India) and the government.

The UK CDS reports to the Defence Secretary and the Prime Minister. The 

post is based at the Ministry of Defence and works alongside the 

Permanent Under Secretary (also called Permanent Secretary), the senior 

civil servant in the Defence Ministry. 

The CDS is the main military voice on the Defence Board. As the military 

strategic commander, CDS is responsible for how operations are carried 

out.

Australia: Chief of the Defence Force

Australia has a diarchy system, under which the Chief of the Defence Force 

(CDF) and the Secretary for the Department of Defence (a senior civilian 

public servant in the Ministry) jointly manage the Defence organisation.

The CDF has primary responsibility for the command of the Australian 

Defence Force (ADF), and acts under the direction of the Minister of 

Defence.

The CDF is the principal military adviser to the Minister and provides 

advice on matters that relate to military activity, including military 

operations.

Notes
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A military base in Kenya, used by US and Kenyan forces, came under 

attack from the Al Shabaab militant group. US aircraft and vehicles were 

destroyed in the assault.

Background

There have been confrontations between the US and Al Shabaab in the 

past, but this is the first time the latter has struck US forces inside Kenya, 

considered to be a key base for fighting the highly resilient militant group.

Details

The Islamist Al Shabaab group is active in East Africa and is involved in the 

ongoing civil war in Somalia. The group has been fighting to overthrow the 

weak West-backed Somali government, the latter being supported by a 

21,000-strong African Union peacekeeping force.

The US established Camp Simba in Kenya’s Lamu county more than a 

decade ago, where it maintains under a 100 personnel.  The US trains and 

gives counterterror support to its East African partners at the Manda Bay 

airfield that also acts as a base fighting against the group.

The group is responsible for many attacks such as suicide attack on an 

upscale hotel and office complex in Nairobi,  raid on the Baledogle base in 

Somalia, which is used by both Somali special forces and American troops 

etc.
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Al Shabaab

Harakat al-Shabaab al-Mujahideen, more commonly known as al-

Shabaab is a jihadist fundamentalist group based in East Africa (Somalia 

in particular). In 2012, it pledged allegiance to the militant Islamist 

organization Al-Qaeda.  

The group has retreated from the major cities; however, al-Shabaab still 

controls large parts of the rural areas. 

Al-Shabaab has been designated as a terrorist organization by Australia, 

Canada, the United Arab Emirates, the United Kingdom and the United 

States.

Notes
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India showcased its Anti-Satellite (ASAT) missile capability to the world as 

the ASAT weapon from Mission Shakthi was unveilled on Republic Day.

Background

A DRDO marching contingent displayed the ASAT missile along with a 

second equipment, the Air Defence Tactical Control Radar (ADTCR).

Details

Anti-satellite weapons (ASAT) are space weapons designed to incapacitate 

or destroy satellites for strategic military purposes. Several nations 

possess operational ASAT systems. 

Although no ASAT system has yet been utilised in warfare, a few nations 

have shot down their own satellites to demonstrate their ASAT capabilities 

in a show of force. Only the United States, Russia, China, and India have 

demonstrated this capability successfully.

Mission Shakti

India conducted Mission Shakti, an anti-satellite missile test, from the Dr. 

A P J Abdul Kalam Island launch complex. This was a technological mission 

carried out by DRDO. The satellite used in the mission was one of India’s 

existing satellites operating in lower orbit.
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The significance of the test is that India has tested and successfully 

demonstrated its capability to interdict and intercept a satellite in outer 

space based on complete indigenous technology.

The capability achieved through the Anti-Satellite missile test provides 

credible deterrence against threats to our growing space-based assets 

from long range missiles, and proliferation in the types and numbers of 

missiles.

Weaponisation of space

The principal international Treaty on space is the 1967 Outer Space 

Treaty. India is a signatory to this treaty, and ratified it in 1982. The Outer 

Space Treaty prohibits only weapons of mass destruction in outer space, 

not ordinary weapons.

India supported UNGA resolution 69/32 on No First Placement of Weapons 

on Outer Space. Equally, India supports the substantive consideration of 

the issue of Prevention of an Arms Race in Outer Space (PAROS) in the 

Conference on Disarmament where it has been on the agenda since 1982.
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