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Condemnation

The winter jar of honey and grain
Is a Lenten urn.

Cross

Lord, it is time. Take our yoke
And sunwards turn.

First Fall

To drudge in furrows till you drop
Is to be born

Mother of God

Out of the mild mothering hill

And the chaste burn.

Simon

God-begun, the barley rack

By man is borne.

Veronica

Foldings of women. Your harrow sweat
Darkens her yarn.

Second Fall

Sower-and-Seed, one flesh, you fling
From stone to thorn.

Women of Jerusalem

You are bound for the Kingdom of Death.

Women mourn.

Third Fall

Scythes are sharpened to bring you down,
King Barleycorn.

The Stripping

Flails creak. Golden coat
From kernel is torn.

The Crucifixion

The fruitful stones thunder around,
Quern on quern.

Death

The last black hunger rages through you
With hoof and horn.

Pieta

Mother, fold him from those furrows,
Your broken bairn.

Sepulchre

Shepherd, angel, king are kneeling, look,
In the door of the barn.

The enfolded



This work was commissioned by Jesus College, Oxford, on the occasion
of their 400th anniversary and was first performed on 30th June 1971
in the Holywell Music Room, Oxford, by Mary Thomas, with Alan Hacker,
Stephen Pruslin, Timothy Walker and Barry Quinn, conducted by the
composer.

INSTRUMENTATION

Clarinet in A or Basset Clarinet in A
*Percussion (1 player)

Guitar

Harpsichord (2-manual)

*glockenspiel, coiled spring (ideally a large grandfather
clock spring), 3 temple blocks (very small, small, large),
2 wood blocks (very small, small), bell tree, 3 cymbals
(small, large, very large), wind chimes, tam-tam, small
bass drum (with double-headed beater), flexatone

Note: Transposing instruments written in C in the score.

Duration: 20 minutes
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